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ADDRESS 
Of the State Temperance Convention, assembled 
at Hartford, Sept. 18, 1839, 
TO THE PEOPLE OF CONNECTICUT. 

Fettow Crrizens :—Convened, as we are, 
for the purpose of deliberating upon a cause of 
common and of vital interest, we beg leave to 
address you in relation to some of the present as- 
pects of that cause. 

You are well aware that the Temperance 
refurmation, as it is termed, began with the ex- 
who addressed 
the interests, the 


ertions individuals, 
themselves to the intelligence, 

moral feelings, the benevolence, the humanity of 
other individuals, endeavoring to awaken in them 
just views of the evils of intemperauce, and of 
the manufacture, sale, and common use of intox. 
This object they attempted to 


al priy ate 


icating liquors. 
accomplish by means of lectures, tracts, pam- 
phlets and other publications, in which were por- 
trayed the injurious effects of such liquors, and 
the consequent of manufacturing, 
vending and using them. ‘They also employed 
the influence of private conversation and of indi- 
‘ncies and 


criminality 


vidual pledges ; they established ag 
societies; they put in requisition the pulpit and 

the press—in a word, they resorted toevery 
means of moral influence withia their power, | 
» successful in promoting the 

accomplishment of their The | 
main point towards which all their labors were 


directed, was to produce an eotire abstinence 


which promised to bi 


great purpose 


from the common use of all liquors which could 
intoxicate. ‘They deemed it necessary, indeed, 
all experience and all philosophy proved that it 
was necessary, to attain this point, or their ef: | 
forts would be of comparative little avail. How 
successful the enterprise, for such it was regard. | 
ed, has been, it is not our present purpose to 
Suffice it to say, prejudice after preju- | 


show. 
dice has vanished away,obstacle after obstacle has 
been overcome, moral influences have arisen, in- 
creased, and combined together, in favor of the 
cause, until at length what was at first the work | 
of private individuals, has become the work of 


~o es 
that from and after the first Monday of January{ magnitude of your dut 
next, no person or persons shall sell any wines or} bloated and burning 


, ~ pias Sx auiigerenns emma 
ORNING, OCTOBER 4, 1839. 


ath ~ 


Gnas —-: 


ie 
teem aet 


spirituous liquors in any town in the State, with- 


a ee 


y- Let the images of the | be more just than God?” If then hi i 
ng victims of intemperance, | infimite dignity ~ 6 agp 
| throughout every city, and village, and prison in 


¥ , . 
— _ in the river Jordan: 4. That the act 
‘aahendantt Case an act of immersion. The 

s y 3s therefore both circumstantial and 


ty comporting with the glorious 
character of its author, and if sin is an infinite | 


,ond section of the act provides, that the several | guilt and wretchedness, implore you to exercise in | infinite punishment. It may be said, this is 
. d ; rea- 


‘towns in the State, at a town meeting legally) their behal ri ie : . : 
’ a g legally) { a moral courage, which they attempt | Soning aside from revelation, whence we are to| 


| warned and assembled for that purpose, any time | toexercise in vain; let the mir i . “tri ief 

|in the month of Januar i 'b ' ho ized | fenceless females and of hel igled cries of de. }draw our doctrinal belief. It must, however, be 

ary annually, be authorized | fenceless females and of helpless children bleed. | remembered that when God himself d 

|by a major vote of the legal — present, | ing under the inflictions of a husband’s and a | the infinitude of his law and clothes iaicdamente: 
which vote shall be bv ballot, to grant liberty to} father’s hand, pierce you c >} i i fal a 

| e 2 : ,tog y »P your ear, and awaken the ings in such an awful aspect, such reasouings 


any person or persons to sell wines and spiritu-/| sensibilities of your heart; let the sovereign | must be admitted as deducible from the premises | 


i 


‘spective towns, either entirely to prohibit the sale} struction to be put upon “ everlasting ” 


ito decide. 


‘endeavor to persnade var 


ous liquors within their respective towns, remy form of the State appear to your vision bending | laid down in his word, nav more, as necess 
» ay, ’ seSSar ; 


such regulationsas they may severally adopt. 


| 


|rectly, by agent or otherwise, to any person % eyes be open to behold Mercy, Benevolence, Hu- 
. any | manity, and Religion, standing before you in one 

uous liquors, to be drunk in his or her house, | blended form, and contemplating the progress of | be consistent to torture the threatenings of 
your deliberations with looks of the most intense a oe 


'persons, or permit to be sold, any wines or spirit- 


'shop, distillery or dependencies. 


| over you in imposing dignity, and pointing to the 
' The third section provides that no person or per. | cruel wounds she has received from a monster 
sons, except taverners, shall sell directly or indi-| which she now invites you to destroy—let your 


fora ee9 punishment attached to an infinite 
|crime could not satisfy the | inite j 
jc : sly the inflexible, infinite jus. 
| tice of God. 

If such a conclusion can be shown to be illogi. 
-cal, and at war with common sense, then it will 


Saviour into menaces relative to the Jews... Then 


The substance of the prohibitions of the law | solicitude, and then do, asin the fear of God, whe | the promélyation of a doctrine which makes the 


'may therefore be stated as follows : beholds you from above, whi® sliall seem to you 
j ma} 


| First; no persons, except taverners, shall sell | right and proper to be done. 
‘any wines or spirituous liquors to be drunk on| 
their premises. This prohibition is now in force, | 
and is absolute and universal. On this, the peo-| 
ple are not called to pass their judgment. 

Second ; no persons, not even taverners, shall, 


From the Christian Intelligencer, 
: EVERLASTING. 


Everlasting, and its synonyme, eternal, in 


to exist. This, it must be observed, is not a 


any wines or spirituous liquors for any purpose 
meaning sought out to accommodate a favorite 


whatever, without liberty first obtained in accord- 


ance with such regulations as shall have been! theory, or merely to cover all the ground of 


made by the town. Scripture application; but it is conceded on all 
In other words, it is in the power of the towns| hands to be the true legitimate sense of the words 

entirely to prohibit within their respective limits, | in question. 

the sale of wines and spirituous liquors for any With this meaning in view, every one in read. 

purpose whatever. But they may grant liberty te ing the sacred Scriptures, can determime for him- 

sell such liquors and wines under such restric- | self the sense of every passage where the words 

tions as they shall see fit to impose, except that} occur. In Gen. xlix. 26, we have the phrase 


‘they cannot grant liberty to sell them fo be drunk | “ everlasting hills,” and in Leb. iii. 6, “the ev- 


on the premises, to any but taverners. | erlasting mountains,” and the perpetual hills.” 
Such, fellow citizens is the law. In the month) Not to speak of the highly poetical style of the 
of January, you will be called on, in your re-| Prophets, which evidently forbids a literal con. 
in these 
of wines an¢ spirituous liquors ; to allow the un-| passages, (the compounds of this word signifying 
limited, unrestrained sale of such liquors and| deing always, )—it is plain that it cannot mean ag 
wines, with the single exception before specified ;| ending in this connexion; because the natural 
or toimpose upon their sale such limitations and) hills and mountains are not capable of lasting al- 
restrictions as you shall think proper to impose.|} ways. On the other hand, in the verse last quo. 
These are the questions which you will be called | ted, it is said in relation to God. ‘ His ways are 
The legislature of the State, confid-| everlasting.” In this connection the word does 
ing in the firmness of your moral courage, in the; mean unending, because the noun to which it 
integrity of your conscience, im the intelligence} belongs, is predicated of God. But as God is 
of your understandings, in your power to discern, | eternal, so must be his ways. Here then in one 
and your disposition to approve the right, have) verse, the word everlasting occurs twice in very 
referred themto you. We shall useno argument different connections, but an attention to the a- 
to convince you of the unmingled evil which! bove rule enables us to see, that in one case it 
flows from the common use of intoxicating li- | must be limited, and in the other, undimited dura- 
quors. ‘To suppose you not already convinced,} tion. One more example, Ex, xl. 15, it is prom. 
would be to mistake your character; and, so far} ised in relation to Aaron and his sons, that “ their 
as regards our own country, would it not also be} anointing shall be an everlasting priesthood 
to mistake the character of the age? Shall we} throughout their generatien= "7 ont 


thet tho praventinn at sig urucs a 


a~ Srewt regs 


| : their application to things, denote — that space of 
‘from and after the first day of January next, sell | time during which it is possible for them in nature \' 


umited time, because the | 


| Suicide better off than the oppressed Christian 
| who fears the mandate, “thou shalt not kill,’’ 
| will ve “fa labor of love.” But this pernicious 
| doetrine came from the “ father of lies ” who first 
proclaimed ittoour mother Eve, and betrayed 
her into the fatal deed, the consequences of which 
we so bitterly feel. ‘The belief of this doctrine 
in Eden plunged us all into spiritual death ; and 
‘is there no danger that its reception now will 
nullify, so far as we are concerned, what Christ 
has done to save us from eternal death ? For 
one. | can say the reasoning of its modern advo. 
cates looks so much like that of the “ father” 
| above mentioned, I would rather retain my pres. 
}ent system. M. T. N. 
ge SE ERECTIONS or HUMAN RIGHTEOUSNESS.— 
| 4he enemy that waiteth for all occasions to work 
|Our ruin, hath ever found it harder to overthrow 
san humble sinner than a proud saint. ‘There is 
}ho man’s case so dangerous as his whom Satan 
;hath persuaded that his own righteousness shall 
/present him pure and blameless in the sight of 
| God, 


: 
janything at ail in our consciences,” (we know 


lf we could say, * we are not guilty of 


ourselves far from this innocency! we cannot 
Say we know nothing by ourselves, but if we 
'gould,) should we therefore plead not guiltv in 
ithe presence of our Judge, that sees further into 
our hearts than we ourselves are able to do? 
[f our hands did never offer violence to our breth- 


ren, a bloody thought doth prove us murderers 
before him: If we had never opened our mouths 
to utter any scandalous, offensive, or hurtful 
word, the ery of our secret cogitations is heard 
in the earsof God. If we did not commit the 
evils which we do daily and hourly, either in 
| deeds, words, or thoughts, yet in the good things 
| which we do, how may defects are there inter- 
‘mingled? God, in that which is done, respect- 


leth es pecialls the ae es ee 
‘Cut olf, then, all those things wherein we have 


regarded our own glory, those doings which we 


the common use of such liquors would result in! priesthood, under the Old ‘Testament could not in | gq, to please men or to satisfy our own liking 
the highest good to the State? You are already | its nature last longer than to the commencement | those things which we do with by-respect ee 
1 5 ’ 


If you are not, this is neither the 


legislators and of States. The public are taking | persuaded. 
the enterprise into their own hands, as one inti- 
mately and vitally connected with the common 
weal, and are beginning to add to the hitherto 
unaided effurts of individual citizens, the sanc- 
tions and the authority of law. The legislatures 
of Tennessee, of Massachusetts, of Connecticut, 
and of several other States, have enacted laws 
to break up the retail tratlic inintoxicating liquors, 
and the most vigorous exertions are made to sus. 
taia those laws. Intemperance is beginning to 
be regarded as an evil so deadly to the common 
interests of mankind, that the arm of the State 
be raised in its majesty and power, to 
But it is not to do this by mere 


must 
sweep it away. 
naked force. 
what can give tone to its nerves, and vigor to Its | 
blow, but an intelligent moral sentiment, perva. 
ding the community, and urging them onward | 
with unremitting energy in the prosecution of the 
The work has begun with moral in. 


For what can sustain this arm— 


enterprise. 
fluence—it has thus far been prosecuted with moral 
influence, and on the same influence it isdependant 
for its final consummation. Its agents are now, 
indeed, invested with the sanctions and armed 
with the terrors of the law; but what is the law 
itself but the concentrated moral energy of the 
individual citizens, who compose the State ?— 
Unless the majority of the citizens shall be con. 
vineed that the law is good, that it ought to be { 
sustained, at all hazards and against all opposi. | 
tion, it will be buta lifeless form. To give it | 
efficacy, the willing co-operation of the people, 
and the irresistible influence of an enlighten- 
ed public sentiment must be secured in its be. 
half, 
In the spirit of sentiments and opinions like | 
these, the legislature of Connecticut at its last | 
session, saw fit tochange the existinglaw. That 
law, passed at the previous session, and of course 
in Operation for the period of one year, prohibit- 


ed, with certain exceptions and limitations, the | 
sale of wines and distilled spirituous liquors in |tion be an unconstitutional act. 


less quantities than five gallons, throughout the 
State. 


exercised by their representatives, who passed 
the law. 


‘dividual exertion. 


‘smite the partners of their bosoms to the earth, 


‘seize him for his crimes, ‘I have only been ex- 


The prohibition was absolute, and inde. | 
pendent of the will of the people of the State, jicating liquors, with certain exceptions and limit. | 
except so far as that will was presumed to be |ations, be a constitutional or unconstitutional act; 
The representatives of the people, at lor does not, demand it. 
the last session of the legislature, seem to have | tion, and whatever the public demands, let us do, | doctrine. 


time nor the place to persuade you. But how 
shall that prevention be accomplished ? Much 
has been done towards iis accomplishment by in. 
Why shall not you add the 
finishing stroke tothe work, by the exercise of 
your rights as citizens, and as free men? Will) 
it be that you regard the imposing of restrictions 
upon the sale ot intoxicating liquors as an uncon. 
stitutional act? Is it constitutional then to re- 
strain men from the commission of crimes, by 
inflicting the penalty of death, by incarcerating 
them even for life, and unconstitutional to restrain 
them from that which is the great source of} 
crime? [s it constitutional to dry up the stream, | 
and unconstitutional to exhaust the fountain? 
To deprive imen of that which causes them to 


which brings beggary and shame on their fami- 
lies, which exposes themselves to punishment as 
malefactors and felons; is to deprive them of 
their constitutional rights?) Ah! the name of 
that sacred shield of liberty—the constitution of 
our country—was never so profaned. As well 
might the drunkard, as he rises from the commis- 
sion of his most diabolical acts, appeal for pro- 
tection to the constitution of his country, and say 
to the officers of the law, as they stand ready to 


ercising my constitutional rights.” Will it be 
said, that though it be constitutional to deprive 
men of the use of intoxicating liquors, it is uncon. 
stitutional to prevent the sale? What difference 
is there in principle, between him who sells those 
liquors for the well known purpose of being used 
as a drink, and him who actually uses them as 
such? Is the latter a guilty act? Why not 
then the former? The only difference is, it 
stands one step further back in the series of 
means which lead tothe result. If all restric- 
tions upon the freedom of trade are unconstitu- 
tional, then indeed would the restriction in ques. 
But the true 
question, fellow citizens, for you to determine, is 
not whether the prohibition of the sale of intox. 


itis, whether the highest good of the State does, 
Let us settle this ques. 


been impressed with the belief that the prohibi- as far asin us lies, unmoved by the clamors of | 
tion would be attended with greater moral power |those who prostitute the sacred names of the con. 
and more vigorously enforced, if, instead of being | stitution and of liberty to the purposes of sordid 
absolute in the first instance, it should be left to | gain. 

be rejected or confirmed by the votes of their What then, fellow citizens, does the law pro. 
constituents. ‘The law, so enacted, would inspire |pose? What have the legislators of the State 
its enemies with greater fear, and cover its vio- |set before you? In the sense of this Convention, 
laters with greater shame, inasmuch as they |they have set before you, like the divine law. 
would behold in its sentence of condemnation, the | giver of old, life and death, blessing and cursing. 
solemn, deliberate judgment of their peers. It!On you rests the responsibility of the choice. 
could no longer be called the work of a few men; !On that choice depends, to an extent which it is 
it could no longer be attributed to the influence | not easy to conceive, your own well-being, and 
of intemperate zeal. The intelligent freemen of |the well-being of your posterity, it may be, 
the State, in the calm and independent exercise |through many generations. When then you 
of their rights as freemen, would have deliber- | shall assemble to deliberate upon the regulations 
ately passed upon the law their sentence of ap- | which you shall adopt, under the present law, 
proval. The legislature of the State, therefore, weigh well the results which those deliberations 


at its last session, thought proper to enact, first, | will involve. Enlarge your conceptions to the 


7 s ry “ . . ’ é “ = 
of the new Economy. The Aaronic priesthood | denninly and purely for the love of God, and a 


was typical of the priesthood of Christ. 
he came, therefore, and introduced that priesthood 
which was “after the order of Melchisedeck,” 
and is the antitype of the one “ after the order of 
Aaron,” the typical Priesthood ceased, because 
its existence in the nature of things was not com- 
patible with the existence of the other. 

This meaning of the word “ everlasting” is 
given by Mr. Thomas, the Universalist, in his 
controversy with Dr. Ely. 1 think it fatal to his 
cause, and was greatly disappointed at Dr. E.’s 
omission to notice it extensively. Mr. T., on 
page 112 of his book, allows thatthe duration 
signified by the adjective ‘everlasting,’ must al- 
ways be determined by the subject or thing to 
which it is applied.” He accordingly says, * I 
grant that the word ‘everlasting’ is applied to 
the Almighty, and in this case, it signifies an 
endless duration, for ‘God is without beginning 
of days or ending of years’—I freely allow also, 
that in 2 Cor. v. 1., the word expresses an un. 
limited duration, not however, in itself considered, 
but because of the subject to which it is applied, 
‘we have a building of God.” The doctrine of 
rewards and punishments therefore rests—lIst. 
Upon the fact that the soul is immortal, and “ ev- 
erlasting,” when applied to the state of the soul, 
must mean “unlimited duration,” because the 
soul in its nature is capable of endless existence, 


and shall continue as Jong as God endures. In | 


the 25th of Matthew, from the 3ist verse, we 


have given us the process of the last judgment by | 


To refer this to the passing away 


our Lord. 
of the Old Economy, and to.the introduction of 
the New, is too trifling to deserve an observation. 
Our Lord was not accustomed to make an incon- 
gruous application to subjects or things. He 
never clothed a comparatively small affair in aw- 
ful circumstances and august language. Until 
something better appear than has ever yet been 
offered, we must consider this passage as refer- 
ring to the arraignment of our whole race after 
the consummation of all things here. At the 
end, we are given to understand that immortal 
souls, according to their character, shall go 
away into everlasting punishment or everlasting 
life. © 

2d. The justice of God is another pillar of this 
Unless there be no punishment in an- 
other world, God is neither merciful nor just in 
this. He isnot merciful, for they who live in 
accordance with his desires often suffer the great- 
est hardships and afflictions. He is not Just, for 
the wicked prosper in their rebellion. The 
Psalmist says, “they are not in trouble as other 
men: neither are they plagued like other men. 
Their eyes stand out with fatness; they have 
more than heart could wish.” This is a fearful 
commentary upon the attributes of God if there 
be no punishment hereafter. Again. The /aw 
of God supposes an adequate penalty attached, 
otherwise the high mandate of heaven dwindles 
down from the dignity of law to a piece of sober 
advice. His law is infinite in its character, and 
sin against that law possesses infinite malignity. 
Now, it is accounted just mong men that punish- 
ment be proportioned to crime ; but “ shall man 


most unequivocal kind 


of testimony that can be adduced on any subject 


ee ‘4 ‘a heen pr presumed to show an ex- 
| Ceptic 's general rule, either as to fact 
or circumstances, we must consider the ca 
as clearly and un inswerably made out. a 
| a pate: oa ae pedobaptist friends, 
ski Wi and quibbles of the law, not 
/quite so fast if you please. Your testimony 
| though plausible, is by no means conclusive._ 
Every part and portion of it is equivocal, and of 
course questionadle. There is not a word in all 
| your depositions, when referred to the original 
Greek, which has not several meanings “and 
| Which may not therefore admit a rendering en. 
tirely different from that attached to it in the 
above. For example, udata polla, much water 
may be rendered many springs —eis, en, and apo 
have each some ten or a dozen meanings and 
might be rendered to, near, at, from, dst—ceind 
even baptizo, the term denoting the act, does not 
always mean to immerse, and therefore may not 
have that meaning in the cases in question, So 
you see, your circumstances and facts are all 
Yori doubtful ; and therefore, instead of 
laving a series of clear, distinct, definite - 
equivocal depositions, you have + nap later 
lection of indefinite, dubious expressions, which 
like the oracles of the ancient heathen, might ad. 
mit this, that, or the other meaning, to mutt the 
emergencies of cases, and the peculiar views and 
caprices Of interpreters, 

| Very good. ‘This is certainly saying a good 
deal for the language of inspiration—but for the 
present we shall admit it all, and see to what ree 
sult it willlead. Our reply is the following : 

J he aforesaid objections to our testimony, are 
either valid or not valid. If they are not valid, 
they are of no force, of course, and therefore 

If they are valid, they 
ily against all rerdal testimony of 
i ription, 
us without the 


our proof is made out. 
must |i equa 
every des and consequeatly must leave 
power of proving any thing by 
testimony, written or spoken. In confirmation of 
this latter point we submit the following ; 

It Is proved before a court of justice, that A, 
committed murder upon B., by the following at. 
testations : One witness deposes that he saw A. 
take the deceased down inlo the James river—a 
second, that he saw the deceased in the river— 
a third, that he saw the accused dip the deceased 
into the water—a fourth, that he saw the accused 
drown the deceased in the river—a fifth, that he 
saw the deceased brought up out of the water 
dead—a sixth, that he saw the deceased lying 
dead on the bank, after having been taken out of 
ences” “as deposed in the. case. We ask, wee 
there evera jury empannelled that would hes- 
| itate to bring in a verdict of gutlty in such an ace 
tion ? 

We will now set our pedobaptist lawyer to 
work upon this testimony ; and with the princi- 


When | 


' e . 2 
‘small score will serve for th ber our . : 
ra erve for t oe numoder of : ples of interpretation previously implied, we shall 
righteous deeds. Let the holiest and best thing ; . -* 
ay ee ae he é soon see what will become of it. By an appeal 
|} we do be considered, fe are never better af- “per : Wass, 
fected unto God tl } np a Se: pos to dictionaries, and to the use of writers in rare 
ected u od the : fe pray; yet, whe pao 
—¥. saa ys we pray; yet, ae. and extreme cases, he shows—1l. That into has 

we pray ow are our -ctions f 4 Ss . . . 
, - ; rt i vag w alfections 4 any age 'S-/ no less than six several meanings, and therefore 

cted ! ow » reverence do we w to ; . “oil 
ete y Nite reve rene o we show t | may not have its primary meaning in the present 
the grand majesty of that God unto whom wej ...,. 9 That in has s ae . 
a , /case: 2. That in has some ten or a dozen sig. 
ispeak? How little taste of the sweet influence! ,:- 0. 0.2. , heed = 

ait | Sage feel! A nifications ; and that, among others, it means on, 

> > »y =) eg a a) 1 Z ‘e. Wwe oft . ‘ ere . 
Oo aoe er mercies do ge eel. y we . "| by, through, &c; 3. That dip has no less than 
© , ea ¢ r oe scr as Ole ' e 
as hee Ing par, times rs ey ant “e rr six meanings; and among others, it means to 
a” salle dees savine.“ ex . 

to make ee 1 ; as if Go _ saying ok? moisten, to wet, &c: 4. That the word drown 
upon me, had set us a very burdensome task *| ba at jeast six or eight significations ; and that, 
— Hooker. et ees | ‘among others, it means to overpower: 5. That 

We think brother Meredith, in the following edi- | eud of has twenty meanings, and may mean 
torial article, which we copy from the Recorder aud from or beyond: 6. That dead is a term of very 


Watchman, has set out the objections to immersion, | equivocal import, having not less than twenty. 
drawn from the “ uncertain meaning” of the Greek | three significations ; and that among others, it 
words, in their true light. He has presented our | means dull, sluggish, heavy, §c., from all of which 
| Pedo-bap‘ist brethren with the alternative in which | itis made to appear that the aecused may have 
| they are involved, so plainly that they have no escape. | been guilty ol nothing more than taking B. down 
The first paragraph is from a Pedo-baptist paper—| to the river shore, and giving him a sound drub- 
‘then follows brother Meredith's comment. ‘bing. [tis not proved that either was in the 


| water at all!! 
PROOF OF JMMERSION. | Mane es 


We will now take a still stronger case, and one 


<¢ Lonce heard of the following case being pro- still more to the point, inasmuch as the fact to be 
posed to a Baptist preacher; Suppose there had} made out is a New Testament fact, and the testi- 
‘heen alaw in Judea, making it a capital crime—{| mony to be adduced is to be found in the original 
| murder in the first degree—to immerse a manin! Greek. ‘The fact to which we allude is the death 
‘water; and suppose that John the Baptist had of Christ. The testimony is that of the four evan- 
n taken up under this law and brought to tri-/ gelists as it occurs in the gospels respectively. It 
is substantially the following: 1. That Christ 
was taken to the place of execution, Golgotha, se 
called. 2. That he was there crucified. 3. That 
he afterwards gave up the ghost. 4. That he 
was subsequently found dead by the soldiers. 5, 
That a spear was thrust into his side. 6. That 
his body was procured by his friends and placed 


upon a trial of life and death ? The Bap-} ina sepulchre. 7. That on tie third day he rose 
| tist preacher took a day for consideration, and | from the tomb. In the exhibition of the above 
his answer finally was— If I were a Presbyte- | depositions, some circumstances of minor conside- 
rian, as you are, [ suppose | should acquit him ;| ration may possibly have been omitted. Every 
but being a Baptist, I should condemn him.” I| statement, however, which can be regarded as 
Id find it not a little diffi-| mnaterial, or as containing proof of the matter in 
ch a case.” question, has, itis thought, been adduced. And 
AvsTIN. | so conclusive has this proof always been consid- 


It has been often affirmed that it cannot be prov- | ered, that, so far as we knew, the fact has never 
ed that John immersed his disciples in the Jor-| been doubted by any who have allowed the cred. 
dan, or that the baptismal ceremony was ever| ibility of the witnesses. We chal owt ae 
certainly administered by an act of immersion.— | to the principles of interpretation, as before ob- 
n the! served, brought to overset the evidence in favor of 


' bee 
lal, for immersing our Saviour ; and that you had 
‘been one of the jury in the case. And let it be 

d that all the evidence in the case, was the 


| allowe ide se 
| statement as we have it in the New Testament, 
by the different Evangelists, corroborated by all 
the other cases of baptism that are mentioned, 


| What would have been your verdict in such a 


| case, 


‘believe that any one wou 1 itt 
‘cult to make out a verdict of gué/ty in su 
' 


The same challenge is clearly contained i 
foregoing paragraph from our old friend, the late 
correspondent of the Watchman of the South. 
As strong assertions sometimes pass for more than 
argument, and as this reputed difficulty is capa- 
ble of an easy illustration, we accept the chal. 
lenge, and accordingly hereby pledge ourselves 
to prove, either that John immersed his subjects 
in the Jordan, or that there is no such thing as 
roof in language, written or Graben) Hine 
‘The proof which we have to adduce is, in 
brief, the following: It is deposed by inspired 
witnesses, 1. That John habitually baptized where 
there was much watenz 2. That when the Sa. 
viour was to be baptized, he went down into the 
water; and after his baptism, came up out of the 


John’s immersion. It is accordingly contended, 
1. That the circumstance that Christ was taken 
to the place of execution, proves nothing, as all 
this might have been done without his being put 
to death. 2. That the word rendered crucify, 
sometimes means only to mortify or subdue; (see 
Gal. v. 24.) 3. That the word rendered ghost, 
more commonly means wind, and that the phrase 
might therefore be rendered, “he gave up the 
wind.” 4. That the word rendered dead, is often 
used to denote nothing more than mental or COre 
poreal apathy. 5. ‘I'hat the side of Jesus might 
have been pierced 80 as to draw forth blood and 
water, without producing death. 6. That the 
preposition en might just as well have been ren- 


water: 3. That when he baptized the Jews it 


dered at, near, or wilh. 7. And that the decla- 


ration that he arose, proves nothing more than 
that he rose up from a state of sleep, or stupor, or 
corporeal inactivity, which extreme suffering had 
induced. 

Thus it appears, that there is not a term used 
by any one of the four evangelists, in their detail- 
ed and circumstantial account of the Saviour’s 
death, burial, and resurrection, which has not 
more meanings than one; and which therefore, 
according to the principle, is not of doubtful im- 
port. It follows, of course, that Christ’s death 
cannot be proved from the scriptures; and not 
only so, but that this never will be practicable 
until we shall be favored with a new record, in 


eae eee 


of the evening or morning of the first day. 

5. If there is any objection to those days being 
long periods, of indefinite length, | would answer, 
that there is time enough for the accomplishment 
of all these objects, the destruction of monstrous 
animals and gigantic vegetation to correspond 
with it, in what is said in the beginning, before 
the first day, if that course is deemed preferable, 
and then consider the arrangement of the world 
as it now is, to have been done in six days. Still 
it appears, in many respects, better to understand 


‘the days as periods, because the creation as re- 


corded by Moses, is so strikingly corroborated by 


which the whole transaction shall be described 
by terms which have but ome meaning, and 
which, under no circumstances whatever, can 
admit of a doubtful or even a figurative signifi- 
cation. 
Our friends are therefore clearly reduced to this 
alternative—ihey must either grant that no one 
fact can be conclusively proved from tue scrip- 
tures, nor evenia a court of justice, in our own 
day; or they must abandon their principles of 
interpretation. They are at liberty to make their 
own choice. If they adhere to their principle 
they are unable to prove the death of Christ, and 
of course their whole system of faith and salva- 
tion must fall tothe ground, But if, on the other 
hand, they abandon their principle, then the fact 
of immersion by John in the Jordan, is undenia- 


bly established. 


“The foregoing argument, when put in regular | 


form, stands thus: The objection to our proof is 
either valid or invalid. If it be invalid, as before 


'we be so unwise as 


geology, viz: Waters evidently first covered the 


world, and for a very long period. Fish and ma- 
‘rine animals, and marine vegetables, are the low- 


‘est down. 


Nothing else below the coal. In the 
creation, as recorded in the bible, dry land does 


‘not appear until the 3d day. Shall we throw 


‘away as useless, such delightful proof of the 
‘truth of revelation as geology affords? Shall 
to compel infidelity to use 
weapons against us, that God has put in our pow- 
er, to silence infidelity itself? Verse 20th, fly- 
ing fowls are made. Geology proves that no 
fowls existed in the first creation ; shall we throw 
this truth away also? Verse 21: God created 
great whales, which every Hebrew scholar knows 
to mean reptiles. Now geology shows us that 
these immense monsters of the deep lived and 


died a long time, evidently thousands, if not mi/- 
lions of years, before viviparous animals, or ani- 
mals that give suck, were created. Verse 25th. 


‘On the 6th day, the Lord made the beasts of the 


observed, it is of no force, and consequently our |earth, and man. Geology proves that these 


proof is made good. 
the practicability of conclusively establishing the | 
death of Christ, or of even convicting a malefac- | 
tor in a court of Justice. That the latter propo- | 
sition is true, no one will admit. It follows then | 
undeniably that the former is true: Quid est de- 


monstrandum. 


Ss. 


-_— —— | 
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For the Christian Secretary. 
NATURAL HISTORY.—NO. 4. 

In the preceding numbers, [ have endeavored 
to show that Geology reveals this sublime truth, 
“that for countless ages our globe was the 
abode of myriads of living forms -of happiness, | 
enjoying all the blessings of existence, and at the | 
same time accumulating materials which should 
render the earth in after ages, a fit temporary 
abode for an intellectual and immortal being.” | 
(Dr. Mantell, page 447, vol. II.) One objection | 
to this theory is, that God would not allow a| 
world to remain inhabited only by animals with. | 
out intellectual beings also at the same time to | 
possess and enjoy it. But if this objection has | 
any weight, it is of the same force against the | 
popular view; for whatever length the days or | 
periods of the creation were, man was not a_ 
spectator of the scene, nor even created until the | 


sixth day. Besides this, God permitted the whole | 


i 


western continent to remain uninhabited until | 
the gospel to the whole ‘Known Wor he WwAheAacey d | 
braced only Europe and Asia. And again, three | 
fifths of the present world is occupied by ocean, | 
all teeming with life, besides the seas and lakes. | 
Only one fifth of the world is now inhabited by 
man. 

But intelligent spectators were not wantiug at 
the creation of this world, God and angelic be. 
ings, far superior in intellectual power and digni- 
ty to man, witnessed the creation. ‘ The morn- 
ing stars sang together, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy.” The objection, therefore, is 
groundiess. ,; 

But 2d. It may be objected that God rested 
the 7th day, and as nothing is said of its length, 
therefore it must have been only 24 hours. 

To this I would say, nothing is said in the 


If it is valid, then it destroys | 


were cotemporary, and that man was the last 


made, because found nearest the surface, and only | ; 
/convinced that geology is not an enemy, but a 


in the crust. Man has been found in Guada- 


| loupe and Brazil, in recent concretionary lime- 


stone, and is also found covered with mud, in 
caves of Bize, in France. But as no human re- 
mains are found among extraneous fossils, 
jected by the ignorant, that the bones of man 
perhaps are more destructible than those of othe 


‘animals. .But facts prove this objection invalid, 


because in maay places where great battles were 
fought centuries ago, the human bones are al- 
ways found in as good a state of preservation as 
those of the horses destroyed at the same period. 
(Cuvier, book iii. ch. 16.) And another circum. 
stance may be mentioned here, that horse bones 
and those of deer, have in Thibet come down in 
the mighty avalanches from the tops of Himma.- 
leh mountain, 16,000 feet, and above the region 
of eternal snow. Either, then, the bones must 
have lain there since the flood, or else the moun- 
tain has since that period been raised by fire. At 
all events, the horse bones are well qualified for 
preservation, and when found together, human 
bones are equally sound, thus this objection is 
groundless. 


I would mention that it is said the skeleton of a | 


whale lies on the top of the mountain Sandhorn, 
on the coast of the Northern Sea. The moun. 
tain is 3,000 feet high. See Bakewell’s Geolo- 


gy, Prof. Silliman’s remarks, page 92, where it 


is also stated, that as late as 1824, the remains 
Lapland, at an elevation of S00 ieet a ove the 
ocean. Similar remains are said to exist on 
other mountains. Here then, possibly we may 
find other evidence of scripture truth, as regards 
the flood, and 1 am happy to add, that geology 
stands ready to witness that the flood must have 
been as recent, and about the time stated by 
scripture history. But to return, it may be ask- 
ed, why could not all the facts which geology 
discovers, take place during the last 6,000 years, 
or since the popular idea of creation? If enough 
has not already been advanced in my preceding 
numbers, to satisfy this inquiry, | would add, 
that “the formation of the coal series alone must 
have oceupied a space of time, in comparison 
with which the date of man’s creation is but 


scripture that the 7th day on which God rested, 
had either evening or morning. Although it had 
a beyinning, it does not appear from the Bible 
that it has yet ended as a day of rest, or cessa- 
tion fromcreation. Itis now nearly 6000 years, 
and as regards the rest of the Supreme Being 
from creation, we know not when it will end, 
The evening of the 7th day has not come. But 
that God should make our 7th day a time for rest, 
figurative of his own rest from creation, might 
easily and naturally be done, although his peri- 
ods for creation, and day of rest, were each thou. 
sands or millions of years. 

‘‘ In the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt 
surely die.” Now if this intended temporal 
death, the day of Adam was 930 years. There. 


fure day here means a period, or an indefinite and every principle of reflection, might ask, was | 


portion of time. 

3. It is objected to the geological account of 
the death of animals, so long before the creation 
of man, that death came by sin, and that there 
could have been no death until after the fall of 
Adam. But it will easily be seen, that the prin. 
cipal death referred to, is the spiritual death of 
the human family ; but admitting that the physi. 
cal or natural death of man is intended, it evi- 
dently has no reference to the death of animals, 
because lions, tigers, and all animals of the feline 
species, were made to devour flesh. Besides 
this, vegetable life was destroyed at the first on- 
set. Gen. i. 30, “1 have given every green 
herb for meat.” This was death to them. 
always speak of dead trees and dead plants, pre. 
cisely in the light of animal life. Plants breathe 
through their leaves, and have dife, but not sen. 
sation. No intimation is given in the bible, that 
death to animals came in consequence of the sin 
of man. “The whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now.” But no 
mention is made of death. The very circum. 
stance that animals were made flesh-eaters, as is 
certainly known by their teeth and claws, in ad- 
dition to their known habits, proves death indis- 
pensable to the continuance of others in life. 
Rev. Dr. Buckland and Professor Siljiman, have 
shown that it is on the whole a dispensation of 
merey, a8 the amount of animal enjoyment, is 
thereby much increased, as well as by their nat: 
ural death, otherwise the world would be overrun 
with aged and infirm races of individuals. 

4. If it be asked, by way of objection, what 
the fish, trifodites, and infusoria could do in the 
we pod before the sun and moon were crea. 
ted, for the want of light, the answer is clear 
from the 3d verse, Ist chapter of Genesis: “ God 
‘said, let there be light, and there was light.” 


We 


yesterday. A very sound geologist has calcula- 
|ted that the coal series of Newcastle, with its ac- 
companying strata, must have required for its 
production a period of at least two hundred thou. 
sand years.” But suppose it be 50,000 years 
for a single stratum of rocks, how small a portion 
of the whole, whith compose the strata of the 


ic remains of millions and millions 
and shells? I answer, 


1800 years after their destruction and 


—_— 


y, all its pages. We 
have no dread of any apprehended conflict be- 
tween the doctrines of scripture and the discove- 
ries of science, pe as we are, that what- 
ever story the of our day shall find to 
be engraven on the volume of nature, it will only 
the more accredit that story which is graven in 


the volume of revelation.” 
I have not room to dwell, but must close this 


article by a few remarks to my brethren in the 
ministry. This subject is more particularly adap- 
ted to the studious and reflecting, but (as Prof. 
Silliman remarks in his late production, “ the 
Philosophy of Geology in harmony with the 
Scriptures,” page 116,) “ it can no longer be neg- 
lected with safety by those whose province it is 
to illustrate and defend the sacred writings. The 
crude, vague, unskilful, and unlearned manner 
in which it has been too often treated by those 
who are, toa great extent, ignorant of the struc- 
ture of the globe, or who have never studied it 
with any efficient attention, can communicate 
only pain to those friends of the bible who are 
perfectly satisfied, after full examinauon, that the 


little understood by many theologians and bibli- 
cal critics, as astronomy was in the time of Gali- 
leo.” 

It is but little ofer 200 years since Galileo wa¢ 
condemned by seven cardinal inquisitors, for sta- 
ting that the sun is in the centre of the system, 
and the earth moves around it. It was denoun- 
ced as contrary to scripture, and Galileo was 
compelled on his knees to abjure, curse, and de- 
test the absurdity, &c. 

The only remedy in the present case of Geol- 
ogy is, that theologians must make themselves 
acquainted with the seience; they will then be 


All imagined incon- 


friend of revealed religion. 
The pres- 


gruity vanishes before investigation. 


(ent view of this science by learned and good 


r | vent its being 


} 
} 


it is ob- | men, will certainly advance, and it will soon be 


impossible for the minister of the gospel to pre- 
forced upon his attention. 


be fully clad, although he may rarely draw his 
bow, and perhaps never let fly an arrow from his 
appropriate watch-tower.” The Christian world 
must, and will admit its established truths, and 


will leave them in the darkness which some ap- 
pear to covet. In addition to the books already 
named in preceding numbers, I would add, **Park- 
inson’s Introduction to the study of organic re- 
mains’’—and “* Researches on Theoretical Geolo- 
gy, by H. F. de la Bache, *. R.S. V. P. G.S., 
with a preface by Prof. Hitchcock, of Amherst 
College,” 1837. 
portunity to consult, or may be able to purchase, 
I would name three admirable works. ‘“ Lindley 
& Hutton on fossil Flora,” price 40 dollars ; 
*‘ Geological Facts by Ed. Mammett,” 20 dollars ; 
“Rev. Wm. Buckland’s Reliquizw Diluviane, or 
observations on organic remains contained in 
Caves, Fissures, and Diluvial Gravel, &c., attest- 
ing the action of an Universal Deluge,” 9 dollars. 
Many other valuable productions on this science 
are at hand, and might be named, but it is be- 


~~ — 


= Me mwa yg -e =f aha hanke already 
referred to, well perused, will leave no candid 


mind unconvinced of the truths therein stated. 
Yours, AMICUS. 


For the Christian Secretary. 
IMMORTALITY. 
“ When coldness tay this suffering clay, 
Ah, whither strays the immortal mind ? 
It cannot die, it cannot stay, 
But leaves its darkened dust behind.” 
Although man is a fallen, depraved being, and 
has lost the image of his Maker, and that purity 
and happiness which he enjoyed in his primeval 
state,—still he is superior to all other creatures 
that inhabit this earth, and may be justly called 
“the noblest work of God.” He is endowed 
with those faculties and powers of mind which 
are calculated to raise him in the scale of exis. 
tence and qualify him to exercise that dominion 
over the earth which was originally imparted to 
him by his Creator. 
The mind is the glory of man: and by culti- 
_vating its powers and bringing them into action 


earth ! (See Glasgow Treatise, page 65.) But) he is enabled to accomplish that which even as- 
again the inquiry is made, was not the world /tonishes himself. By means of the vehicles of 
thus created with these immense mines of coal, | his own formation, he can cross the wide expanse 
and the various stratified rocks filled with organ- | of the ocean, and visit the remotest parts of the 
of animals | habitable globe—soar above terrestrial objects, 
. I that when the cities of | break through the clouds of the etherial regions 
Pompeii and Herculaneum were discovered, near | and outstrip the eagle in flight. And by instru- 
burial by | ments of his own invention, he can measure the 


a volcano, persons totally ignorant of all history, ‘distance and determine the revolutions and di- 


not the world originally created with these cities 
buried here? One question indicates just as 
much sense and judgment as the other. But 
the truth of history is verified and proved by the 
discovery of these cities under the ashes. Pliny 
and Suetonius mention the period of the eruption, 
but do not name the cities destroyed. Dion Cas. 
sius, who flourished about 150 years after, is the 
first historian who names these cities as destroy. 
ed, and says that “ the people were all sitting in 
the theatre.” Now near 1800 years after the 
event, they are discovered ; proving that part of 
the history to be fact. The theatre is discover. 
ed also, but it is found destitute of inhabitants, 
showing that most of the people had time to es. 
cape. This discovery under ground then, shows 
what is true and what is false in the history of 
Dion Cassius. <— 

Now, geology @iscovers facts long since writ- 
ten by the finger of God in the rocks, and in- 
stead of invalidating his inspired word to Moses, 
itonly proves the truth of the latter, and the 
pn amry td our knowledge, that we did not un- 

erstand his truth, until explaine i 
ris ’ plained by geological 

These works, says Dr. Chalmers, (in his Nat- 
— Theology, vol. 1, page 247,) which stand 
orth in the order of their formation, and are each 
imprinted with their own peculiar fossil remains, 
have been termed the archives of Nature, where 
she hath reeorded the changes that have taken 
place in our globe. It is unmanly to blink the 
approach of light, from whatever quarter of ob. 
servation it may fall upon us—and those are not 
the best friends of Christiaaity, who feel either 
dislike or alarm, when the torch of science or the 
torch of history is held upto the bible. For our- 
selves, we are not afraid when the eye of an in- 
,trepid, if it be only of a sound philosophy, scru- 


‘mensions of many of the heavenly bodies, and 
predict with astonishing accuracy the appearance 
of their various phenomena. 

Knowledge is power; and man possessing it 
toa certain extent may wield a mighty influence 
over his fellow-man. Often has the orator, while 
an assembly has listened with admiration and 
delight to his words, wrought upon their feelings 
by the power of his eloquence until one mind and 
sentiment inspired the enraptured audience. The 
poet and philosopher may transmit a name and 
reputation to posterity, which will not be circum- 
scribed by civil boundaries nor effaced by the 
lapse of time. In view of all this, who would 
nct be led to exclaim,—** What a piece of work 
is man! how infinite in faculties! in form and 
motion how expressive and admirable ! in action 
how likean angel! in apprehension how like a 
God !” ° 

Notwithstanding man is endowed with all these 
powers of mind, which are capable of infinite 
improvement and expansion, there are those, 
though their number may be comparatively few, 
who would tell us that these faculties will cease 
to exist at the close of mortal life, and forever 
remain in the oblivion of eternal sleep. But we 
think there is sufficient evidence to prove the im- 
mortality of the soul, evenif revelation be laid 
aside. Would a skilful mechanic construct a 
piece of intricate machinery, which, by improve- 
ments might became of great utility and add to 
his honor ; and then destroy it soon after it had 
been put in operation? And would the great 
architect of the universe form the soul of man with 
such noble faculties and powers, and then suffer 
it to exist only a few short years in its frail tene- 
ment of clay? Most of the inhabitants of those 
nations where the light of revelation never dawn- 
ed, havea v idea of a future state of exis. 
tence: and there is something implanted in the 
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And this was all performed, too, before we hear | tinizes, however 


a 


breast of man which tells him he has a soul with- 
in, that will live coeval with eternity. 

Though there have been and are still those who 
deny this, yet how often has the infidel when 
brought to the ordeal of death, confessed the 
falsity of his doctrine and acknowledged the 
truth of Christianity. He has seemed to feel the 
gnawings of that worm which dieth not, and the 
kindlings of that fire which shall never be quench- 
ed. Such has been the dying testimony and 
miserabie end of many of those who have ridi- 
culed the religion of the Bible, and most strongly 
advocated the doctrine of annihilation. But, on 
the other hand, the death-bed of the true Chris- 
tian presents a far different aspect. Often, while 
the mortal part is withering under the influence 
of disease and has approached almost to the 
verge of the grave, the immortal part—the mind 
—seems still unimpaired, and can exult glorious- 
ly in the hope and prospect of a blissful and un- 
ending futurity. 

We come to the conclusion, then—though dis- 
ease may rob us of the glow of health, the 


relation of geology to sacred history is now as) 


To those who may have an op. ! 


king of terrors may tear us from all that we hold 
dear on earth, and the opening grave may receive 
us to its cold embrace, yet the soul—the undying 
| spirit—will still live and cuntinue to live during 

the long lapse of eternal ages, either in the hap- 

piness of consummate joy, or in the misery of 
| superlative woe. A belief in the immortality of 
the soul is calculated to elevate the character of 
man, and draw his attention and affections from 
the transitory things of this fading world, to that 
imperishable honor and the fruition of blessings 
which are reserved for the righteous in the world 


ed 


the happiest season of the four, as if we deter 
mined not to sympathize with nature in her mourn. 
ing, and would rejoice though all around be sad 
Itis the season in which a day is appropriated 
to returning the oblation of a grateful heart to 
the blessed Giver of all for the possession of 
which we have cause to rejoice. ; 
S. E. L, 


LETTER FROM REV. DR. BOLLEs 
Baptist Missionary Rooms, 
Boston, July 15th, 1839. 
To the Secretaries of the American Tract Society 
ALLow me through you to present to the Man. 
agers of the American Tract Society, the grate. 
ful acknowledgements of the Baptist Board of 
Foreign Missions, for fifty-five hundred dollars 
recently paid into their treasury in aid of Trs.. 
distribution at missionary stations under the;, 
charge. The past encouragement which they 
have experienced in this department of Christian 
effort, inspires them with confidence in reference 
to the future, and they greatly rejoice in the priv 
ilege of laboring together with you in diffi, 
the good seed of the word of Gon. 
With affectionate regard, 
L. Bouxes, Secretary 
The American Tract Society cordia\ly recin 
rocates the kind Christian sentiments thy. nf 
pressed by the Rev. Dr. Bolles. Of the g4p_ 
000 which the Society is attempting to raise the 
current year, $8,000 are for the use of th. effi. 
cient missions of the American Baptist Board. — 
Baptist Advocate. 


Tract 


* . 
sing 


An OrternaL ANnecpotse.—Not long since, 


tocome. But a belief in its annihilation at 
death, is adapted to degrade a man to a level with 
| the brutes, and induce him to seek for enjoyment 
| only in the gratification of his degraded appetites 
_and sinful passions. 

| ‘The fact, that the soul will exist forever, does 
not have that weight of influence upon the mind 
| which its importance demands. If it did, we 
should see mankind more solicitous concerning 


“ It is their eternal welfare, and devoting more of their | 
a part of the panoply of truth, in which he should | time and attention in preparing for a higher and| 


| . . 
| holier state of existence. Although man has 


| forfeited all claims to future happingss by aliena. | 


}ation from his Maker, vet ayeason has been 
| found—the price has been paid—the door is open, 


these truths, teachers must learn, or their pupils, and all are invited to enter, and, “by patient. 


continuance in well-doing, to seek for glory, and 
\ ° ° ® 
| hoaor, and immortality.” 


S. D. P. 


For the Christian Secretary. 
AUTUMN. 
** While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, 
and cold and heat, and Summer and Winter, 
and day and night, shall not cease.” 


Decaying Autumn, with its yellow leaf has 
succeeded gay, joyous summer, and how is every 
thing changed! The wind that lately swept 
softly whispering through the sighing trees, now 
shrieks and whistles as it strips them of their 
withered foliage, and the boughs groan as it tosses 
them in its power. But nature in her desolation 
is beautiful. There is a sweet sadness conveyed 
to the mind by the decay. Inthe early part of 


thie seasan, every thing is lovely. The trees | 
have exchanged their unvaried green for almost 


every color in the rainbow. The woods appear 
like a parterre of flowers. The golden tint of 
one cluster of leaves, the red hue of another, 
form a diversity which in the scenery of sum- 
mer, with all its beauty, we do not see. The 
blue sky also has its azure more relieved by 
clouds, and has not that sameness of appearance. 
The brilliant butterfly, that a few weeks past was 
darting through the sunny air, is now no longer 
visible. The autumnal flowers are beautiful, 
very beautiful, amid the general decay. Some 
of summer’s blooming things we are not deprived 
of, by the departure of that season. The dah- 
lias, with their every variety of color and shade, 
are not gone. We have some flowerets peculiar 
to the fall of the year, blooming among the with- 
ered grass and descending leaves, doubly lovely 
because all around is fading. 

But the Almighty’s goodness is now abund- 
antly displayed. This season abounds with fine 
fruit. ‘The dark grape is delicious, although its 
juice has been perverted, like many other good 
gifts of God. The golden and mellow pear, and 
the rosy cheeked apple, are perhaps equal, if not 
superior to the productions of any other part of 
the year.—If there exists a shade of melancholy 
in an autumnal decay, is it not a profitable seri- 
ousness? Every rustling and withered leaf, as 
it descends, seems to whisper, “ like me thou also 
must perish!” Such is the transitory nature of 
all the bright things of earth. How short a pe- 
riod of time past beheld those withered leaves 
blooming in ail the green freshness of spring! 
Now see them, their life departed, torn from the 
bough they adorned, and scattered to the winds, 
or driven to the ground, leaving the tree desert- 
ed, and stripped of all that made it lovely, by the 
relentless blast. Now, however, we no longer 
require them as a protection against the sun, who 
seems turning pale at the desolation, and his 
beams are deprived of their intense heat. How 
beautiful are the white blossoming fields of buck. 
wheat, waving to and fro. They seem to say, 
* notwithstanding all our base ingratitude, God 
yet provides for the “pensioners on his boun- 
ty.” ‘Thou openest thine hand, they are filled 
with good.’ O, if the Sovereign of heaven and 
earth omit his provident care for an instant, what 
would become of us miserable worms, who are 
prone to attribute our plenty to our own exer- 
tions alone! Is it not a pleasant sight to behold 
the fields of Indian corn, with its long golden 
ears, and reflect upon what a variety of ways 
they may become part of the maintenance of 
man and beast! It is now, indeed, that the hus. 
bandman reaps the reward of his toil. The reap- 
ing and gathering in at autumn, are made use of 
to illustrate truths in a great number of instan- 
ces in the Bible. “ The fields are white already 
to harvest.” ‘ Whoso goeth out weeping, bear- 


ing precious seed, shall return with joy, bring- 
ing his sheaves with thim.” “ Whoso soweth, 
shall he not also reap?” It is a beautiful simile, 
and as such, in the sublime language of scrip- 
ture, is frequently introduced on the sacred 


PT he frame becomes braced by the invigorated 
coolness of the air, and if it breathes less of the 
perfume of flowers, it is more animatiog! In 


“New England, dear New England,” this seems 


| Methodist minister called on a brother of our ae. 
| quaintance and asked for a copy of Elder Mac. 
'lay’s discourse on the Bible Society. He wished 
to give it a critical examination. Some short 
time afterwards, he returned, having detected the 
venerable author in a most capital blunder, It 
was in the following quotation from Dr, Camp. 
bell :—‘* The word baptizein, both in sacred au. 
thors and in classical, signifies to dip, to plunge, 
to immerse.” Our learned critic remarked, with 
}a very knowing face, that he had several Greek 
| lexicons, perhaps not less than four, which he 


‘had carefully examined, and yet he could not 


| find such a word as bapiizein! The man could 
_ not conjugate a Greek verb, and yet professed to 
| read the language! Itis such men as this, who 
“hold the eel of science by the tail,” that are 
usually the most vociferous in maintaining that 
| baptizo means to sprinkle.—Banner and Pio. 


neer. 


sapTisms.—On Wednesday of last week, EI. 
der W.C Buck baptized five persons at Jeffer. 
sonville, Ind., opposite Louisville. —J6. 


The pastor of thechurch in Nashville baptiz. 
ed, on the 8th inst., fen more persons—seven 
ladies and three gentlemen. One lady was ad. 
mitted, on application, from a Separate church ; 
and one colored person, the only one, as yet, 
who has applied for fellowship or baptism, bya 
letter of dismission. Several individuals have re- 
cently professed to obtain a hope in Christ, who 
have intimated their wish to do so, but have vot 
yet submitted to the initiatory rite. A few oth- 
ers, who have manifested their feelings, are 
sincerely inquiring the way to Zion. We have 
held, during two weeks past, and design to con. 
tinue to hold, daily meetings, until indications of 
the Divine will shall suggest the propriety of 
their discontinuance. We have not much appar. 
ent excitement. The feelings of the church and 
congregation are shown more than in any other 
way by the large numbers in daily attendance, 
and the spirit and animation with which they 
engage in the devotional and other exercises.— 


Ib. 


New Appointment.—We learn, says ihe N. 
Y. Baptist Register, that Br. D. Betramy, late 
of Manlius, has accepted an appointment as agent 
for the American and Foreign Bible Society for 
western New York, and that he will enter imme- 
diately upon the duties of that appointment by 
visiting the Associations and churches in that 
section. Br. Maclay, it is expected, will embark 
immediately for England in the service of the 
same society. 
= - 


CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


HARTFORD, OCTOBER 4, 1839. 


SCEPTICISM AND INFIDELITY. 

We contemplate preparing a few articles upon 
modern Scepticism and Infidelity. In doing this, we 
do not propose to write a systematic treatise on the 
evidences of Christianity, as there are works enough 
to be obtained at our bookstores, at a trifling cost, in 
which the evidences are summed up better than we 
feel able to do it, if we should attempt it. Our ob- 
ject will rather be, to examine in a plain and familiar 
manner, the ground on which we know so many 
young people stand in relation to the truths of the 
Bible, and their duties to the God of the universe, 
and the Judge of all the earth. We think we have 
had some experience in the workings of men’s minds 
on these all-important subjects, and especially those 
of young men, when they begin to doubt, and find 
fault,and as they imagine, to discover difficulties, 
absurdities, and contradictions in what we believe to 
be God’s revelation, until they finally come to disbe- 
lieve the whole, and entrench themselves in the 
*“ Doubting Castle” of scepticism, or what is less 
unreasonable, but perhaps more fatal, confirmed 
infidelity. 

This subject, or the consideration of it, is far more 
important and necessary than Christians are geoet- 
ally aware. We are convinced that the spirit of 
doubt and unbelief prevails to a much greater extent 
than is commonly imagined. The poison is diffused 
secretly but widely throughout the community, aod 
it exists, in many instances, where it is least appre- 
hended. In the course of our remarks, we may be 
enabled to give parents, teachers, and others who 
have to deal with the youthful mind, some hints which 
will be of use to them, if they should happen to come 
in contact with those who have taken a few lessons 
in the science of doubting, and who, feeling a little 
“wise in their own conceit,” begin to show their 
weapons. Such minds, if they succeed in foiling 29 
older person and a sincere believer, in one or (wo 
encounters, are sure to take courage from such a rée- 
sult, and strengthen themselves in their error; and 
on this account it is often best, when Christians are 


and 
ofi 
toe 
they 
pend 
fror 
and 
is ¥ 
thar 
for 
We 
you 
did 
any 
cert 
desi 
dec! 
Jind 
assig 
you 
an ¢ 
muc 
and 
dith 
at le 
the 
it. 
whe 
coul 
rathd 
mil 
viat 
it. 
fair! 
we ; 
sun 
how 
with 
objeq 
ever 
you 
ularl 
diffic 
even 
whic 
whic 
will 
rejec 
able 
culty 
tem, 
relig 
it wh 
and < 
W 
sub) 
enab 


the ¢ 


And 
while 


H 
erex 
ation 
utes, 
es, 2. 
duria 
ber 4 
seen, 
to ha 
tions 
uary 
ed as 
the I 
in th 


N 
Wall 
ent v 
tor, & 
Shai 
from 
house 
too e 
of th 


Th 
sess) 
mon 
Loon 
We th 


“—- ~ 


==>” 


finding fault. 


THE CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


not familiar with the evils of incipient scepticism, to 
decline a challenge to argument, or meet it with the 
weapon of prayer; merely reminding the opposer, 
that it by no means follows that a man has truth on 
his side because he is more skilful than another in 
argument. That religion which has defied the most 
desperate assaults of such minds as Hume, Gibbon, 
Bolingbroke, Voltaire, Paine, and Taylor, will never 
be shaken by the puny artillery of modern tyros in 
logic, however unable some feeble but honest disciple 
may be to meet them in an encounter. 

We shall address our remarks more particularly 
to young men—to those who profess to doubt or dis- 
believe the reality or authenticity of divine revela- 
tion. We shall endeavor to be plain and candid in 
what we have to say, and we beg those who are will- 
ing to hear us, to be candid and honest with them- 
selves. Now we know there are many who thiok 
themselves sincere and true-hearted in their opposi- 
tion to Christianity —they have perhaps discovered 
difficulties which appear to them inexplicable, aud 
objections which they think cannot be refuted ; and 
when they reason with Christians, they are doubtless 
in one sense honest in their arguments, but we have 
reason to fear that they are not always honest with 
themselves—that is, they do not allow the considera- 
tions which are adduced against them, to have their 
proper weight in their own minds. They do not 
adopt the same principles of evidence, which they 
would admit in reasoning upon other subjects ; aud 
if they will candidly examine their owo hearts, we 
thiok they will find that they are arguing for the 
sake of fortifying themselves im the positions they 
have assumed, and perhaps to show their logical skill, 
rather than with a sincere desire to find out the truth. 
It is hard to make people admit this, but we are per- 
suaded that few, very few sceptics will give their 


own hearts a candid examination, without finding it | 


to be a fact. 

Intimately connected with this, is another radical 
mistake of most persons who are sceptically inclined, 
especially of those who have been blessed with Chris- 
tian parents, and have been religiously educated.— 
When they begin to be, in a measure, master of their 
own minds and conduct, they naturally, perbaps, feel 
an inclination tothrow off the restraints of religion; 
and moreover, feeling the impulses of a * manly spirit 
of independence,’ as they call it, they consider it time 
to examine these things for themselves. 


they are very apt to think, that in order to be inde- | 


pendent, it is necessary to believe something different 
from the faith in which they have been brought up; 
and inasmuch as‘ every generation grows wiser,” it 
is very reasonable that they should be a little wiser 
than their fathers before them. But in * examining 
for themselves,” they are almost sure to begin wrong. 
We appeal now to the consciences of our sceptical 
young friends for the truth of what we say. You 
did not take up the subject as you would have done 
any thing else in which you were interested, to as- 
certain what could be said for and againstit, witha 
desire only to know the truth, and a determination to 
decide according to the evidence. You began by 
By your own ingenuity, or perhaps 
assisted by an infidel writer, or a sceptical friend, 
you discovered what seemed to you a difficulty, or 
an absurdity in religion, and having found out so 
much, you proceeded to search for other objections 
and absurdities. With this disposition, you found 
difficulties as plenty ae you could have desired, until 
at length you have perhaps been led to pronounce 
the whole system an absurdity, and have there rested 
it. In all this you probably never stopped to think 
whether, after all the objections you had found or 
could find in the system you were examining, (or 
rather, which you were seeking to oppose,) there 
might not still be some difficulties for you also to ob- 
viate, provided you should succeed in overthrowing 
it. In this method of proceeding, you have not dealt 
fairly, either with Christianity or with yourself; for 


we affirm that there is no system of truths under the | 


sun—no theory of philosophy, or astronomy, even, 
however well established, to which an ingenious man, 
with a little captiousness of disposition, cannot bring 
objections, and as valid, too, as any thing we have 
ever seen urged against the Christian religion. But 
you must remember, (and we would urge this partic- 
ularly upon those who are just beginning to raise 
difficulties in their minds,) that there are a thousand 
events and circumstances, which have occurred, and 
which are matterof history, as well as thousands 
which are daily occurring around you, which you 
will be called upon tg account for, and which, if you 
reject Christianity, you may find yourself utterly un- 
able todo. The fact that there are apparent diffi- 
culties in a sysiem, by no means overthrows that sys- 
tem, and so you will ultimately find it to be with that 
religion which you reject, because you have found in 
it what to your imperfect vision appear to be faults 
and defects. 

With these preliminary remarks, we leave the 


subject for this week, and pray God that we may be | 
eth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 


enabled to induce some, at least, who have entered 
the gloomy paths of scepticism, to 
‘stop and think, 

Before they farther go,” 
And if possible, persuade them to retrace their steps 
while they have opportunity. 


Hartrrorp Association.—In addition to our form- 
erextended notice of the late session of this Associ- 
ation, we give the following statistics, from the Min- 
utes, which are just out of press. Number of church- 
es, 23 ; ordained ministers, 15; added by baptism 
during the past year, 93; by letter, 49; present num- 
ber of members, 2,049. The additions, it will be 
seen, have been comparatively few, and this seems 
to have been too generally the case with our associa- 
tions for some time past. The first Monday in Jan- 
uary next was especially recommended to be observ- 


ed as a day of fasting and prayer for the effusion of 


the Holy Spirit, and the revival of the work of grace 
in the churches. 


New Haven Assoctation.—This body met at 
Wallingford on Wednesday and Thursday of the pres- 
ent week. Br. John Cookson was chosen Modera- 
tor, Br. Henry Wooster, Clerk, and Br. Davis T. 
Shailer, Assistant Clerk. Sermon by Br. Wooster, 
from Psalm xciii: 5,— Holiness becometh thine 
house, O Lord, forever.” We were obliged to leave 
too early in the session to give any further account 
of the proceedings. 


The New Loxpon Assoctatrion held its annual 
session at Lebanon, on the 25th and 26th ult. Ser- 
mon by Br. H. R. Knapp, of Essex. Br. Ebenezer 
Loomis, Moderator, and Br. Wm. Palmer Clerk 
We have received no particulars of the etait: 


And here | 


‘the addition of twenty souls. 
** divisior 1n a church,” 


| Fararrecp County Assocration.—We have re- 
| ceived the Minutes of the second session of this Asso- 
|ciation, held with the Baptist Church io Stamford, 
| Aug. 26th and 27th, 1839. It contains 10 churches 
and one branch, 12 ordained ministers and 5 licen- 
tiates, and 905 members. As we have already pub- 
lished some account of the session, we shall not en- 
large upon the proceedings. This is one of the most 
important associations in the State, and they gene- 
rally manifest an excellent spirit in every thing re- 
tating to the prosperity of Zion; but it isa cause of 
| some sorrow that the whole nett increase of members 
‘within the past year, has been only thirteen—a little 
'more than one to each church. The circular letter 
‘relates to this fact, and urges upon the churches the 
| importance of self-examination and prayerful inquiry 
as to the cause. 
| searchings of heart, and that we may soon have oc- 
_casion to say of them, “‘ Arise, shine, for thy light is 


come." 


Boston Baptist AssociaTion.—This body held 
its 29th annual session at Woburn, Mass., Sept. 17th 
and 18th. Rev. Dr. Sharp, Moderator; Rev. W. 
Parker and Rev. W. Burlingame, Clerks. The 
Watchman says, “ The epistles from the churches 
| presented few of those encouraging facts, concern- 
‘ing the triumphs of God's graee in the conversion of 
men, the relation of which, at former meetings of 
‘the association, have caused the pious heart to re- 
joice with devout gratitude. The letters, indeed, 
indicated a state of internal peace in the churches, 
but not that condition of spiritual activity so neces- 
sary to secure the blessing of the divine Spirit on 


We hope they may be led to deep) 


| 
| 


Tas Arricans from the Amistad, by order of the ig 


U.S. Marshall, have been removed again to New 
Haven, where they will remain until the time for 
their trial, in November, when they will be brought 
back again. The court will sit here, and not at 
New Haven, as we had supposed. 


Tue Kipnarrev Bor.—We are glad to learn that 
the colored boy recently kidnapped in Worcester, 
has been rescued and returned to his home. He had 
been sold by Shearer, in Fredericksburg, for four 
hundred and fifty dollars. It is supposed that Shear- 
er and his accomplices have kidnapped three or four 
other colored boys. He is in Jail at Fredericksburg, 
waiting the requisition of the governor of Massachu- 
setts. 


The Railroad from Springfield to Worcester was 
opened for the cars yesterday, and the occasion was 
celebrated with a public dinner, military parade, &c. 
at Springfield. Passengers can now go from Spring- 
field to Boston, in a little over six hours. 


Hon. James C. Alvord,a member of Congress from 
Massachusetts, died last week at Greenfield. 


Suockine.—Much excitement was occasioned in 
Philadelphia last Monday, by the following tragedy. 
The daughter of Mr. James Wood, a confectioner, in 
Chesnut street, had been privately married toa young 
maa named Peake, without her father’s consent, three 
or four weeks since. On Friday last, the father was 
informed of it, since which time he has appeared sui- 
len, and in some measure insane; and on Monday 
morning about 10 o’clock, he called his daughter into 


sinners, as well as Christians.” Is not this too la- | a room up stairs, and deliberately shot her through 


_mentably true of the whole New England church at the head witha pistol! She died in less than an hour. 


the present time? 


present number of members, 5,115. The twochurch- 

es recently constituted in Boston, were received in- 
to the Association at this session. The plan adop- 
| ted last year, (being the same pursued at the late 
meeting of the Hartford Association,) was adhered 
'to--that of giving the meetings more of a devotion- 
‘al, and less of a business character, than formerly, 
and it was found to add greatly the interest and ben- 
fit of those who attended. 


Waris 4 Cuurcu ?—A correspondent of the New 
'Hampshire Baptist Register appears to be much puz- 
zled to answer this question. He reads in one paper 
of the erection of a “ spacious cburch,” which he 
“concludes is built of brick and mortar; and then in 


another place, of the enlargement of “ a church” by 
Again, he reads ofa 


which of course must allude 
to human beings; but in the next column it is said 
that a tornado has destroyed a church, and he is ata 
‘loss to know whether it was a theological tornado, or 
_a storm of wind, &c. &c. It appears to us that the 
‘writer 1s somewhat fastidious and hypercritical.— 
The word church 1s not the only one in the English 
language, which is used in more than one sense. 
| When we speak of a soldier at his post, we do not 
mean that he stands by an upright stick of timber; 
or if we say he is resting on his arms, it is not sup- 
posed that he lies with his arms folded under him. 
The sense is determined by the connection. 
We have heard it maintained, that it is incorrect 
to apply the word church to a meeeting-huuse, but 
| this iscertainly a mistake. Our lexicographers give 
this as its first definition, although it is also applied to 


| 


j 


—— 


| 


a body of Christians. The old Saxon word from | 


which it is derived, we believe, signified a house of 
worship; and the Scotch word kirk, which is the 
| same thing, also has that signification. Still wedo 
not apprehend any serious difficulty among the 
churches, from using it in both senses; we presume 
itis generally understood correctly. 

Aruersm Assurep.——-We have perused a pamphlet 
with the above title, written by Mr. Russel Canfield, 
late editor of the Temple of Reason, an infidel pub- 
lication in Philadelphia. Mr. Canfield was formerly 
well known in this city, as publisher and editor of | 
the Religious Inquirer, a Universalist paper, but for 


| 
| 


| to the 16th inclusive : 10th, 16; 11th, 17; 12th, 10; 


| 


j 
/ 


W ood was immediately arrested, and acknowledged 


The Association contains 36 churches. Whole | the murder, requesting only that he might be buried 
jnumber added by baptism during the year, 641-—-| with his daughter. She was a beautiful young woman, 


and the father had doubtless bocome insane from the 
violence of his rage. 


From the Newburn (N. C.) Spectator. 

The case of the Amistad, and the probable fate of 
the African captives which she brought to our shores, 
yet engage the attention of the whole press of the 
country. We can see no difficulty in the case. As 
a brave and enlightened nation, one too which pro- 
fesses to be—and we hope is— imbued with the true 
spirit of rational liberty and unfeigned justice,—tie 
United States are bound to release the oppressed 
creatures whom mercenary cupidity had so recently 
forced from their homes and families. As a magna- 
nimous and liberal nation, the United States should 
do more than this,—to place them on their native 
soil, beyond the reach of Spagish pirates. An acqui- 
escence in any demand which the authorities of Cu- 
ba or Spain may make for the consignment of 
these miserable Africans to bondage, will stamp an 
indelible blot on the character of our country, and 
prove that her practice and professions on the slave 
trade are antipodes. 


Hippen Treasurne.—We learn, says the Worces- 
ter Spy, that a young man named Lewis Brigham, in 
Northborough, about ten days since, in digging for 
woodchucks, unearthed a melt kettle, containing 
near three pecks by measure, of old coin, of vari- 


ous denominations, about one third of which was 


gold and the remainder silver. The vessel was so 
completely decomposed as to be of no strength, and 
barely to retain its form. We do not understand 
whether the exact amount of the money has been as- 
certained or not. 


Yertow Ferver.—lIn Charleston the disease is 
ahating In Augneta, the tuwu is aliuiust 
deserted, the epidemic is still bad. In New Orleans 
it is somewhat better, but still unsafe to venture 
there--on the 19th there were I! deaths out of 19 
cases. In Mobile itis very gloomy. ‘The Register 
says: 

‘ The cases of fever increase, as far as we are 
able to judge from observation. The interments on 
Monday 20, yesterday 7. Should the weather con- 
tinue as at present we hope to see several of our 
friends convalescent. Interments from the 10th 


although 


13th, 17; 14th, 11; 15th,9; 16th,2. Total in seven 
days, 100. Deaths from Ist to 9th, 149. Total this 
month, 249. The Mayor informs us that he has re- 
quested the inhabitants by Proclamation, to observe 
to morrow as a day of fasting, humiliation and pray- 
er.” 


Powper Mitis.—The powder mills belonging to 


gregations, we take measures immediately for callin 
a Sabbath School Convention within the bounds of 
this Association. 

To ue wi out this desire, the followi 
were chosen ga committee to arrange a 
cedure, to prepare a Constitution, a. tor ath gt 
the meeting, to arrange the business details of the 
Cvnvention when it shall be assembled, and to deter- 
mine on the most suitable time and place for holding 
= Coavention, 

ommittee—G. Robins, G. B. At . S. Ea. 
ton, H. Seaver, Wm. Reid. Tae Saee 

The above committee having met at Bloomfield on 
the 17th inst., and attended to the duties of their ap- 
pointment, have fixed on the 3d Wednesday of Octo- 
ber next, (being the 16th,) at 10 o'clock, A. M., as 
the most suitable time for holding said Convention. 
And believing that the town of Bloomfield is as con- 
venient a place as any, from its central location, at 
the kind invitation of brethren, the committee now 
invite the friends of Sabbath Schools to assemble at 
the Baptist meeting house in Bloomfield, on Wednes- 
| day, the loth day of October next, at 10 o’clock, A. 
M., to organize a “ Sabbath School Union,” in the 
“mathe a asscctitien, &c. Addresses may 

ethren selected for the occasion 
as follows :— ' 

i. An address to Parents and Guardians. 

2. Address to Superintendents and Teachers. 

~ ees to Children and Youth. 

4. An address that shall 
lataedl iaitee embrace the genera ob- 

5. A Sermon at 7 o'clock in the evening. 

m In carrying into effect the objects of the Associa- 
lion, the committee specially desire that the conven- 
(tion may be furnished with the Statistics of each | 
|school, viz. The number of superintendents and | 
| teachers, with their names; the number of scholars; | 
| Volumes inthe Library, and any other interesting 
| Incidents connected with the history of the Sabbath 
School, such as conversion of teachers, scholars, &c. | 

It is earnestly desired that each church and Sab- 
bath school Society within the bounds of this Associ-| 
ation, should send the pastor and as many delegates 
| to the proposed convention at Bloomfield as practica- 
ble. The committee ardently hope that no church 
or Sabbath school Society will ve uprepresented on 
this occasion. Indeed, it would be highly gratifying 
to meet every superintendent and teacher eonnected 
| with Sabbath schools within the range of the Hart- 

ford Baptist Association, and as many of the scholars 
as can attend this convention. : 

It is the firm conviction of the Association, that 
the church are under imperious obligation to bring 
their united energies to the work of Sabbath School 
| instruction, relying on the Holy Spirit’s power to! 
| bless their efforts for the salvation of the rising gen- | 
|eration. Too long has the church slumbered over 
|this vastly important subject, and even now, after 
all that has been done, she seems to have only 

partially aroused from her apathy. Some few indi- 
| viduals in nearly all our congregations, have taken 
|hold of the work with most commendable zeal and 
| perseverance; but the church, as a body, seem not 
aware that God has called them to labor in this vine- 
yard, and that he that * soweth to the Spirit shall of 
the Spirit reap life everlasting.” 

It is written in God’s word for our rule of action. 
|“ Train up achild in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

All observation and experience testifies to the 
truth of this general command and promise. If we 
contemplate the future prospects of our nation, the 
stability of whose free and inva!uable institutions is 
based on the virtue and intelligence of the people 
surely as patriots, as philanthropists, and, above all, 
as Christians, we cannot be too active in early sow- 
ing the seeds of virtuous principle, and of holy affec- 
tions, but more especially when we extend our view | 
to the condition of the undying Spirit through an | 
eternal duration, our love to the souls of men and | 


brethren 


rate asa motive powerful and constant, constraining | 
us to ample and untiring efforts, as the instruments, | 


ty to our fellow beings. - 
GURDON ROBINS, Chairman. 


Wwa. Rerp, Clerk. 


T a Court of Probate holden at Berlin, within! 
and for the district of Berlin, on the 4th day of 
October, A. D. 1839, 
Present, JosepaH Wricut, Esq. Judge. | 
Upon the petition of Delia Chatterton, of Berlin, | 
in the county of Hartford, shewing to this Court that 
she is Guardian of Edwin E., Mary Cornelia, and 
| Joseph Chatterton, of said Berlin, within said dis- 
| trict, minors: that said minors are the owners of real 


|} estate situated in said Berlin, viz: One piece, the 
| home lot of the estate of Joseph Chatterton, late of 
said Berlin, deceased, bounded as follows: North on 
/ highway, Robert Watkinson, and land occupied by 
| Richard Willcox ; east on William Dyer, south on 
Jedediah North, Uliver Talcott, and Horace Bailey, 
west on highway, containing about forty-two acres, 


| subject to the life estate of said Delia Chatterton, 


the declarative honor of the Redeemer, should ope-| ~ 


under God, of laying the foundation of eternal felici- | 


Foot & Gillett, in Westfield, Ms. were blown up last | widow of said Joseph Chatterton, deceased. Also, 
week. A dwelling house, standing near it, was un- | the Norton lot, so called, bounded north on Robert 
roofed—two sides were blown in, and not even a joist | Watkinson, east on highway, south on Delia Chatter- 


the last eight years he has been one of the most 
zealous and noted advocates of atheism, as a lecturer, 
and writer. This pamphlet is chiefly taken up with 
a reply toa letter from one of his late infidel friends, 
anda refutation of a spiteful attack from the editor 
of an infidel paper in Rochester. Mr. Canfield does 
/hot enter into a lengthened exposition of his views, 
or the process of his conversion; indeed he hardly 
dares to call himself a Christian—-yet, he says, he re- 
|nounces his infidelity, professes a firm belief in the 
scriptures of truth, and submits himself unreserved- 
| ly to God, with a desire to know and to do his will. 
His conversion was not the result of argumentation, | 
and indeed the most he can say of it is, in the lan-| 


{ 


} 


jguage of Jesus, “ The wind bloweth where it list- 


not tell whence it cometh nor whither it goeth; so 
is every one that is born of the Spirit.” From this 
pamphlet, in connection with other sources of infor- 
mation, we are convinced that Mr. Canfield 1s sin- 
cere in his profession, and we have good reason to 
| believe that the grace of God has touched his heart, 
and made him ‘*a new man.” We trust he may 
/yet be made the instrument of much good to oth- 
ers. 


Not Gone BAck.—TIt gives us pleasure to state, 
| that the report of Mr. Parsons’ having left the minis- 
istry and returned to the stage, proves to be incor- 
rect. He has published a letter in the Louisville, 
| Ky. Gazette, contradicting the story, and declaring 
that he has no intention of ever returning to the pro- 
| fession he has recently abandoned, but by the grace 
of God he hopes always to be found a faithful soldier 
/of the cross. 


Orprination.—Br. Joseph B. Breed, a member of 
the last graduating class at Newton, was ordained as 
an Evangelist, at Lynn, Mass., on the 24th ult. Ser- 
/mon by Rev. Baron Stow, of Boston. 
| Br. Asa Marsh was ordained as an Evangelist, on 
the 20th ult. at Jeffersonville, Indiana. 


To Corresponpents.—“ E. A. P.” next week— 
much obliged. “S. W. P.” next week probably. 

Brother P. B., of Sayville, is assured that his paper 
is mailed every Thursday afternoon previous to the 
date. We suspect the fault must be in New Haven. 


iF The First Baptist Church and Society in this 
city, have unanimously invited Br. J. S. Eaton (who 
has been preaching with them for a few weeks past,) 
to become their Pastor. 


left standing. 
was shaken from them, the partitions breken to pie- 
ces, feather beds were ‘ shook up,’ and not a person, 
of the six or seven 1n the house, injured. 


MARRIED, 


In this city, 18th inst, by the Rev. Dr. Hawes, 
Mr. Lewis Metcalf, ot Worcester, to Miss Emily R. 
Phelps, of Northampton, Mass. 

At Willington, Sept. 25, by Rev. Charles Randall, 
Mr. Lucius Fisk, of Tolland, to Miss Elizabeth, 
daughter of Mr. Abial Eldredge, Esq., of Willing- 


ton. 

At Tolland, Sept. 25, by Rev. Sylvester Barrows, 
Mr. Wm. G. Shippy, of Ashford, to Miss Wealthy 
Ann Weston, of Ellington. 

At Wethersfield, by Rev. William Reid, Mr- 
Frederick Hills, of Cheshire, to Miss Lucy B. Good- 
rich, of the former place. 

At East Windsor, Sept. 29th, by Rev. G. Robins, 
Mr. Leonard Bragg, to Miss Phebe Easton. 

At Willimantic, on Monday last, by Rev. B. Cook, 
Jr., Mr. Andrew I. Congdon, to Miss Emily Lincola, 
both of Willimantic. 


At Granby, [2th ult., by the Rev. Mr. Warner, | 


Mr. Gilbert Griffin, to Miss Harriet N: Viets. 

At East Windsor, by Rev. Mr. Bartlett, Mr. C. A. 
Bowers, of Chatham, to Miss Hannah E. Ellsworth, 
of East Windsor. 

At Amherst, Ms., by Rev. Mr. Lovell, Mr. F. A. 
Fiske, of Norwalk, Ct, to Miss A. A. Nelson, daugh- 
ter of Rev. S. S. Nelson. 

At Windsor, on the 25th inst., by Rev. Mr. Jewett, 


Henry G. Taintor, Esq., of Hampton, to Miss Delia | 


Wolcott, daughter of Martin Ellsworth, Esq. 


DIED, 


In this city, 2ist inst., Riley T. Finch, of New 
Britain, aged 25. 

In this city, on the 2ist inst., Miss Eliza Taylor, 
aged 34. 

At Simsbury, 12th ult., Titus L. Bissell, Esq., aged 
74—for many years a resident of this city, and Dep- 
uty Sheriff of Hartford County. 

In this city, [8th inst., Miss Alice C. Cone, aged 
~ ; on the 22d inst., Miss Martha Maria Hale, aged 
At Tolland, Sept. 24, Miss Prussia A. Green, aged 


17 years. 
Special Notice. 
SABBATH SCHOOL CONVENTION. 

At the meeting of the Hartford Baptist Association 
held at Torrington on the 12th inst., the Association, 
impressed with the importance of bringing our chil- 
dren and youth under religious instruction, after list- 
ening to the statements and remarks of brother B. 
Cook, Jr., agent of the State Sabbath School Socie- 
ty, unanimous! the following resolution. 

Resolved, That in carrying into more effectual ac- 
tion Sabbath School operations among all our con- 


The plastering of the standing walls | 


ton, west on Joseph Galpin, containing about twenty 
acres, subject to the life estate of said widow, and 
both of said described lots under said incumbrance. | 
| Said real estate is valued at about one thousand three 
hundred thirty dollars, and said minors’ right at about, 
eight hundred eighty dollars. That the avails of said 
| property are needed for the support and education of 
said minors; praying for liberty to sell said property | 
_for the purposes aforesaid, as per petition on file. — 

It is ordered by this Court, that said Guardian give | 
notice of said application, by causing the same to be| 
| published in one of the newspapers printed in Hart- 
‘ford, in the county of Hartford, three weeks success- 
ively, at least six weeks before the bearing; and that | 


said petition will be heard at the Probate Office in| 
‘said district, on the 7th day of December next, at | | 
o'clock, P. M. 
Certified from Record, 

E. A. Parker, Clerk. 


GURDON ROBINS, JR, 


Successor to Canfield & Robins.) 
ate it Mm Edition of 


AS just published a new Ste 
H A Peacricat System or Anirumetic: By J. 


| Olney, A. M. , 

The following, of the many commendations which 
this work has received, are respectfully submitted. 
From Rev. J. Going, D. D., President of Granville 

College, Ohio. 

This treatise on Arithmetic will, we think, fully 
sustain his previous reputation as a writer of school 
classics. It contains a great deal in a small compass, 
being more comprehensive ia its plan than most works 
of an elementary character, at the same time that it 
is as simple as the nature of the case admits or re- 
quires. In the second part to each branch of the 
science, he gives an illustration of each rule and pro- 
cess, and thus renders it an intelligible and rational 
affair. The author thus avoids the two extremes 
found in many other works—of either being, on the 
one hand, altogether didactic, ‘affording to the pupil 
mere authority, rs Arie the we a explaining and 

implifying every thing to insipidity. 
tre heeds of a skilful teacher, this work will well 
prepare the learner who shall thoroughly sludy it, 
for the counting-room, and enable him to perform, 
with facility, the various arithmetical calculations re- 
quired in the business transactions of life. 
From Rev. E. Davis, late Principal of Westfield 
Academy, Mass. 
Westrietp, Aug. I, 1839. 

I have examined Olney’s Arithmetic, and have 
submitted it to some few school teachers. It is our 
unanimous upinion, that it is a very valuable book— 
one that we can conscientiously recommend. 

Yours, &c. E. Davis. 

*,* For sale by booksellers generally. 

(Courant, Patriot and Times, please copy. j 


AGENTS 


several new and ular Works. 
mepiseeeidaee 1s P. CANFIELD. 


No. 8 Pearl street. 


e| Veo Fali and Winter Goods. 


J. Rosebeck, Draper and Tailor, 

H* just returned from New York with a full and 

complete assortment of GOODS, suitable for 
the present and coming season. : 

AMONG HIS ASSORTMENT MAY BE F 
Black and blue black cloths, both wool and’ piece 
dyed; blue, elegant colors; Invisible and bottle 
eens drab, elegant for Over Coats: Beaver cloths 
ms , adet Mixed ; Cassimeres, wool and piece dyed, 

. — of French manufacture ; brown, gray, green, 
and ue mixed ; striped, entirely new patterns ; Sat- 
inets, steel and black mixed; Silk Velvets, black 
blue black, and figured ; Satins, the mchest ever in- 
troduced into market, plain and figured, and many 
other fancy colors; a beautify! assortment of Vest- 
ings; Buttons, the latest and richest kinds a great 
variety, and Trimmings complete. In short ever 
article usually kept in a Tailor’s shop ‘ y 

J.R. would take this opportunity to tender his 
most grateful acknowledgments to his former friends 
and customers, for their patronage, and begs to as- 
sure them that he shall spare no pains to merit a con- 
tinuance of the same. He would also say that his 
Goods were purchased in New York the past week, 
for cash, at the present reduced prices, and are now 
offered at a small advance from cost, for cash. Those 
intending to purchase, will find it much to their in- 
terest to give him a call—the jeering remarks of 
some particular individuals of his profession, to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

He may, at all times, be found at his shop, No. 2 
Temple street, 2d building from Main, where he will 
be happy to wait upon those who may be disposed to 
tender him their patronage. Persons entrusting gar- 
ments with him, may depend upon having their work 
done in the most fashionable and workmanlike man- 
ner. 

is The LATEST FASHIONS regularly received. 

JOHN ROSEBECK. 

Hartford, Oct. 4, 1839. 29 


APPRENTICE WANTED. 

An active and industrious BOY, from 14 to 16 
years of age, to learn the Tailoring Business To 
one who can bring satisfactory credentials as to char- 
acter, Xc., the best of encouragements will be given. 
One from the country would be preferred. 

a J. R. 

WW. HH. TRYON & CO. 
Woollen Drapers and Tailors, 246 Main.street. 

AVE just returned from New York, with a full 
and complete assortment of Cloths, Cassimeres, 

and Vestings, which they are now opening and offer 
to their customers and the public generally on such 
terms as Cannot fail to please all who will favor them 
witha call. As it would be tedious to mention all 
articles, we would barely meatien a few extra cloths. 

Extra super wool-dyed black. 

Extra super wool dyed Invisible and Spanish fly 
Green. 

Extra west of England blue, a beautiful article for 
Gentlemen's Cloaks. 

Super Imperial Green, a beautiful article fur frock 
and over cuvats, very cheap, 

1 piece of rifle green, expressly for over coats, to- 
gether with a rich assortment of Cassimeres and 
Vestings of the latest styles. 

Those who are about fitting themselves out with 
garments (of any description) made in a superior 
manner, and in the latest style, will do well to call on 
M. H. Tryon & Co., 246 Main street, as they are de- 
termined to sell either the material or garments as 
reasonable (if act more so) as can be purchased at 
any other establishment in this city. We further 
warrant every article we sell or make, to give salis- 
faction tothe buyer. Call and give usa trial. 

Hartford, Oct. 4, 1839. 29 


-Votice. 
HE Court of Probate for the district of Berlin, 
has appointed the 12th day of October next, at 
| the Probate office in said Berlin, at | o'clock, for 
the appointment of Commissioners on the estate of 
Riley T. Finch, late of said Berlin deceased, repre- 
sented insolvent; all persons interested in said es- 
tate will then appear, (if they see cause,) to be heard 
relative to said appointment. 
Dated at Berlin the 23d of Sept. 1£39. 
Kk. A. Parker, Administrator. 


A. Ff. HASTINGS, 
Having been receiving New Goods for the last 
Jour weeks, is now prepared to offer a full as- 
soriment of Goov Goons, on as fair terms as 
any other concern ;-— among those lately opened 


are 

N ERINOES in French, German, and English, 

of all colors; Mouseline de Laines, a large as- 
soriment, from 374 cts to $1 00 per yard; Plain and 
Figured Bombazines and Alpines, with many other 
new styles of Worsted Goods. 

Caxicoes in French and English of entire new 
patterns; Black and dark blue grounds do. with 
chintz figures ; Mourniag and second mourning do. ; 
| case American Prints of fine and heavy cloths, and 
fast colors, at Is; I do. at 12} .¢; I do. at 10 c¢ ;-- 
Furniture Calicoes ; Gothic Chintz; Drapery Mus- 
lins, &c. for window shades. 

Sitks in splendid jet and blue black, Gros de 
Swiss, Gros de Rhine, and Gros de Royal, &c.; plain 
and figured colored Reps and Gros de Affrics ; plaids 
and stripes ; colored Satins ; wide black Silks of high 
lustre at 50c; Sinchews and other Apron Silks 

FLANNELS in white and colored of all qualities, 
some that will be warranted not to shrink in washing; 
Bleached and unbleached Canton Flannels. 

Marseilles Quilts; Colored Table and Piano Forte 


| Covers ; Damask Table Cloths and Napkins; Dam- 


ask and Rusia Diapers. 

Gloves and Hosiery ; Swiss and Book Muslhins ;— 
Plain, plaid,and satin striped Cambries; Lace Goods; 
new Shawls and Handkerchiefs, some splendid em- 
broidered Thibet ones; Mouslin de Laine and Satia 
Scarfs, &c. 

Domestic Goods; Tickings; bleached and un- 
bleached Cottons; 5-4 Waltham, Hamilton, and Phe- 
nix Sheetings ; Cotton Yarn; Batting; Wicking and 
W adding. 

Also, in the Cloth department, 
A full assortment Broanc.iorns, consisting of black, 
blue, green, brown, olive, mix’d, &c., worth from $2 
to $8 per yard—bought at auction, and will be offered 
at great bargains. 
Cassimeres and Satinets, in plain aod fancy, a 
great pe 
Pilot and beaver Cloths for overcoats of all quali- 
ties; Green Baize, Xc. &c. 

WANTED, 

3000 yards Homemade Flannel ; 2000 pairs long 
and short Stockings ; 2000 runs Woollen arn; Mit- 
tens, &c., in exchange for goods at cash prices. 
No. 219 Main-street. 


Hartford, Sept. 20, 1839. 3w27 


NEW SCHOOL BOOKS, 

ITCHELL’S SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY; ac- 

companied by a most elegant Atlas of 16 maps. 
School Teachers, and the public generally, are re- 


quested to call and examine the work, at the Book- 
store of G. ROBINS, JR. 


New Fall Goods. 

OHN OLMSTED & Co. will open in all this and 
J the coming week their full fall supply of DRY 
GOODS, CARPETINGS AND FURNITURE 
GOODS; have received this day very rich French 
Prints and Mouseline de Lanes, in entire new fall 
designs ; black and colored, figured and piain Silks, 
some of which are of very superb quality; a com- 
plete assortment of Merino Goods ; Bombazines and 
Shawls ; also, will open early next week in their cloth 
room, the best assortment of Cloths, Cassimers, Sat- 
inets, Vestings, Pilot and Beaver Cloths and other 
winter fabrics that they have ever offered. Custom- 
ers wishing to purchase s of superior quality 
and at fair prices are respectfully invited to examine 


their stock. 


Oct. 4, 1839. 
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